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LETTEES OP WILLIAM BYRD II, AND SIR HANS 
SLOANE RELATIVE TO PLANTS AND 
MINERALS OP VIRGINIA. 1 

From the British Transcripts, Library of Congress. 
Sloane 4040 f. 151. 

Virginia the 20th of April 1706. 
Sir 

The news of my Fathers Death hurry'd me so suddenly from 
England, that I had not time to receive the commands of the So- 
ciety, or of your Self, so Laborious a member of it. However I 
think my Self oblig'd to offer my Service by this first opportunity, 
and should be very ambitious to do any thing for you, that might 
make me worthy of the honour I have of being of that illustrious 
Body, that are ever at work for the good of ungratefull mankind. 

The country where fortune hast cast my Lot, is a large feild 
for natural inquirys, and tis much to be lamented, that we have 
not some people of skil and curiosity amongst us. I know no body 
here capable of makeing very great discoverys, So that Nature 
has thrown away a vast deal of her bounty upon Us to no purpose. 
Here be some men indeed that are call'd Doctors: but they are 
generally discarded Surgeons of Ships, that know nothing above 
very common Remedys. They are not acquainted enough with 
Plants or the other parts of Natural History, to do any Service 
to the World, which makes me wish that we had some missionary 
Philosopher, that might instruct us in the many usefull things 
which we now possess to no purpose. 



iThe writer of these letters was the well known William Byrd, 
second of the name, born in 1674, died in 1744. As this correspon- 
dence shows, his inquisitive mind led him to take an interest in every 
subject. As a fellow of the Royal Society, he became a correspondent 
of Sir Hans Sloane, the secretary, from 1693 to 1712, president, 1727 
to 1741, and the most distinguished botanist and physician in Eng- 
land of his day. He was born in 1660, and though of delicate health, 
lived until 1753. With his great collection of books and specimens, 
the British Museum was founded in 1754. 
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The infinite deal of business I had since my arrival has not 
permitted me to furnish my self with many observations upon 
the country. This may be allowd to be a very reasonable ex- 
cuse for me, who found all my private affairs in great disorder 
after haveing been 8 months without an owner. And besides 
that, My Lord Treasurer has laid his commands upon me, to pass 
all my Fathers public accompts over again, which are of seaven- 
teen years Standing. And I have been wholly employ'd upon 
that, to the neglect of my own necessary business, that I might 
be in condition to obey His Lordps commands before the sailing 
of this Fleet. This certainly will excuse me to the Society for 
this year, especially when I promise to be as Serviceable as I am 
able to it the next. 

There's nothing Vexes me so much as to find in some of your 
ignorant newspapers, (God forbid I shoud call the Gazet one of 
these) that such a ship arriv'd in so many weeks from Virginia, 
& left the country very healthy. Which last remarque makes the 
world believe, that the Country is at other times generally very 
Sickly. But I can assure you, they do it abundance of wrong, 
that believe it to be so ; for I fancy here be as few diseases as any 
were [where], and those that we have are justly to be chargd upon 
intemperance, or excessive ill management. Indeed the many 
Rivers, and the vast quantity of water all over the country incline 
people now, & then to agues, especially at the time of year, when 
people eat fruit without any other measure than the bigness of 
their bellys. But as Agues come by takeing cold, I set my Coun- 
try men an example, that will guard 'em from that inconvenience, 
if they'll have the grace to follow it. I have all the last winter 
gone once or twice a week into the river, without being discourag'd 
by frost or Snow, and find so much benefit by that management, 
that I design always to continue it throughout the year. This 
hardens me and makes me proofe against all the sudden turns of 
weather, that give colds to other people. At first I passt for a 
madman for this unusual proceeding: but several do now begin 
in their opinions to be reconcil'd to my method, tho not in their 
practice. If People woud be perswaded to this, twoud Save a 
world of Jesuits bark, and Starve all our Doctors. 
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I have herewith sent a small box of the Eoot, with which the 
Indians us'd to cure the bite of a Rattle-Snake. And all the 
Traders which we send several hundreds of miles to traffick with 
the Indians, find it constantly to cure their horses, when they 
happen to be bit. I my Self have Servants that have try'd it 
often, and never knew it miss. The method is, as soon as ever 
they perceive either man or horse to be bit, they pound about the 
quantity 2 roots at most, and give it in water. It soon begins to 
operate violently by sweat, while the patient lys panting with the 
tongue out for 2 or 3 hours together, & then is perfectly well. 
What is wonderfull in this medicine is, that it has no sensible 
operation upon any creature that has not been poisond. Certain- 
ly a Plant that has virtue enough to cure so venemous a bite, as 
that of the Rattle-snake, must be of infinite use in other disas- 
ters. I beg the Society woud please to make some experimts with 
it, because I'm confident it will do great Service in many cases. 

Pray do me the favour to let me hear from you, and let me 
know how the Society flourishes, with a full assurance of the ut- 
most endeavours to promote its advantage by 

Sir 

Your most faithfull Servt 

William Byrd. 

P/S. 
Since I writ the other side I have disco ver'd the true Hypo- 
quecuana, of w r hich I send you a Sample. Both the fashion of 
the Root and the similitude of the operation leave me no doubt that 
tis the same with that sent from the Spanish West Indies. How- 
ever pray try it, and give me yours and the Societys opinion of 
it, I have also sent you the Root which we find a kind of a Spe- 
cifique both for the dry gripes, and the Wind-Cholique. In those 
distempers it never fails to go thro the body, when nothing else 
will, if taken in a large quantity. I have put up also Some of 
our assarabbacca which we have of 2 sorts, but this is the best. 
Be pleas'd to let me know what uses may be made of all these 
things, that so I may be able to do good with them here, as I 
hope you will there. When I have more time, I hope I shall be 
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able to do more Service, in the mean while do me the justice to 
believe, that nobody has better inclinations to promote natural 
knowledge than my Self, and if you will direct me after what 
manner I may be most serviceable to the Society & to the com- 
mon wealth of learning, I will readily obey you. If you have 
an} r thing curious there, I shoud be obliged to you, if you'll please 
to favour me with the knowledge of it. Be so kind as to send 
your letters to Mr. Micajah Perry in Leadenhall Street, and he 
will carefully convey them to me by the first opportunity. Adieu. 
Pray send me some Seed of lemmon-thime. 



Sloane 4041 f 202 

Virginia the 10 sept. 1708 
Sr. 

About two years since I saluted you and gave you the trouble 
of a few of our natural productions. I have had the pleasure of 
one letter from you upon that Subject, which gave me nopes of a 
full answer by the next opportunity. But I have heard no more 
of it since, and therefore I am afraid that letter miscarry'd with 
our Governour Col. Hunter who had the misfortune to be taken 
into France in October last. However it was, the haveing been 
without that Favour has very much discouraged my inquirys. You 
were mistaken in your conjecture that I sent you two sorts of 
Hippocoacanna, for tho some of it seemd curld, and the other 
smoth, yet both came off the same root, so that tho the curld 
may be best, it is not different in kind from the smooth. If it 
shoud be never so dear in Europe, I am confident the quantity 
that can be sent from hence will hardly make it cheaper, for it 
grows in very few places and there so thin, that it can be worth 
nobodys while to get it for sale It delights most in very rocky 
ground on the sides of Precipices, and always on a declivity. I 
planted some in my garden but it do's not thrive. I shoud be 
glad to hear how much it will sell for a pound however, that I 
may judge whether it be encouragement, sufficient to employ any- 
body about it. By this fleet I send you a box with some more 
roots and seeds, that the Society may try if there be any virtue 
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in them. Amongst the rest, there is a Paper of a Root which I 
think very like Jalop, we call the plant here Poke, it bears a pur- 
ple berry which woud dye an admirable coulour if we understood 
the right way of fixing it. For the good of my Country there- 
fore I begg of you to send me the best ways to fix dyes, of which 
we are very ignorant. There is a Paper of a dangerous seed of 
a Plant which we call here Jamestown Weed, both the seed and 
the root are rank poison and so are the leaves when they are 
grown to their full bigness, but these are only poison if taken in- 
wardly for both the Eoot and the leaves make a Poultis that cures 
a burn immediately. In another paper is a seed of the Jerusa- 
lem oak as we call it, which kills worms better than any worm- 
seed I ever heard of. The way of takeing it, is to mix a spoon- 
full of the seed with honey, which must be eat 3 mornings to- 
gether, and if the patient have worms in his Stomach or Grits it 
will infallibly kill them. You will find a Paper of Stickweed 
root (very common here) the green leaves of which never fail to 
stop bleeding either at the nose or else where, provided they be 
frequently apply'd fresh to the part affected. There is likewise 
a root for which I have no name, but by the tast I judge it to 
have a great deal of virtue. I wish I were acquainted with the 
ways of trying the virtues of Plants, of which we have here a 
surprizing variety: but our ignorance makes 'em of no use to us. 
Our Common snake-root with which you are so well acquainted 
in Engd. is a noble plant, and if the powder of it be put into 
Canary it restores the vigour of the Stomach effectually, if a 
man take 2 or 3 swallows of it sometimes. At my first arrival 
here I was troubled with a violent diarrgea, which no medicine 
woud cure but I took this, and then I was cur'd presently, & have 
continu'd well ever since. I impute my Distemper wholly to the 
frequent use of the cold bath, wch upon that belief I have left off. 
We have several mines and Minerals in this country, which foi 
want of men of skil rest quietly in their beds. You woud do me 
a particular kindness if you woud please to send me the Samples 
of Several ores, that I might by compareing them with those 
which I find be able to make some judgment of them. I have 
Strong inclinations to promote naturall History, and to do ser- 
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vice to the Society: I wish I were qualify'd to do it with effect, 
but my best endavours you may always depend upon. Pray let 
me have the joy of hearing from you often, and if I can be of any 
use to you here, You have a right to command him who is with 
much truth 

Sir 

Your most faithfull humble Servt. 
W Byrd. 

Whenever you have the goodness to send 

your commands to me be pleas'd to direct them to Mr. Perry in 

Leadenhall Street who will by the first occasion give them a safe 

conveyance. 

Endorsed Sept. 10, 1708. 

Sloane 4068, f. 54. 

London Dec. 7, 1709. 

I am very sorry my Second letter hath not reached you I do 
not much wonder it should happen so in warr time especially when 
Copies are not sent by other Ships. However there is no great 
losse to you unlesse there be in Virginia quantity of that Sort 
of Ipecoacanna which I gave you notice of which may be sold at 
thirty Shil. per pound. It does seem to me very Strange that 
there should not be had of it in plenty. There are great con- 
trivances by the Author of Nature for the Continuance and propa- 
gation of all Creatures & particularly Vegetables, so that I be- 
lieve scarce any have perish'd since the creation of this time not- 
withstanding the Consumption of them for Severall purposes. I 
have heard that the Dutch have been at Immense expences in de- 
stroying the Spice trees in the E. Indies and that yet they cannot 
lessen their annuall expences upon that acct. I mentn. these 
particulars that you may look abt & I dare say you will find 
plenty of it & you will save so much money as goes from hence to 
Portugall & Spain on this Occasion. 

I have reed the box you Sent by the person you gave it to abt 
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a week ago. It had been open'd at the Custom house & the sev- 
erall particulars you mention were in it 'bating the Stick weed 
which has been either left behind or taken out. The root you call 
Poke is not Jalap but the root of the Solanum racemosum Ameri- 
canum of Mr. Ray in bis history of plants. This plant I mett 
with in the Caribe Islands & Jamaica and have given some acct 
of it in my History of that Island. A spoonfull or two of Juice 
of the root when green will purge but when dryed the root has not 
that effect. The Colour you mention to be in the Berries hath 
been taken notice of and they are used in New England for dying 
a reddish colour, but as to the fixing the colours I have never 
heard of anything used so much as Alom & clean sort of potash. 
The James town weed is a Stramonium which I have likewise mett 
with in Jamaica & the Caribes & is without question a great 
poyson. It intoxicates & takes away the Sences after the manner 
of the Dutroa of the East Indies & that in a small quantity of any 
of the parts of this plant And yet the observation you make of its 
use in burns is taken notice of long since by Gerard in his herbail 
where is a very good acct. of it, and 'tis called Thorny Apple 
from the fruit it bears being prickly & somthing of the shape of an 
Apple. 

The plant you mention under the name of Jerusalem oak is 
the Botrys Ambroscoides Mexiocana of Casper Bauhine & other 
herbarists. It may very likely kill worms given with hony. Honey 
is certainly one of the greatest killers of worms any Medicine we 
have, tho commonly because Sweet it is otherwise esteem'd. The 
Seed you sent over has been used to be putt into Cloaths to pre- 
serve them from moths which are a sort of worms when they do 
the mischief to apparell. I cannot but admire this plant for one 
property for tho it be so volatile as to give without touching a 
strong & not unpleasant quick sent yet I have had of it twenty 
five years dryed & glued down in a book upon opening of wch 
it will now immediately affect the nose, which I know no other 
plant in it will do but one sort of trefoil which is from thence 
call'd lotus ordorata. This sort of Jerusalem Oak herb is us'd 
for Shortness of breath in severall places. 

The unknown root you mention I cannot tell what to make of, 
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It has a bitterish tast & is somewhat aromatic like Costus, but 
wanting it's leaves fruit and flower, I cannot tell you what it 
is or if it grow anywhere else. When you send any other herbs 
pray send their leaves and flowers dryed between papers and their 
seeds that they may be known & raised here. 

As to the mineralls you mention there are such varietys that 
'tis next to Impossible to send you over the severall sorts, tis much 
easier to you to send over what you want to be informed of in 
which Case you shall receive the best Satisfaction I can give you. 
I am glad you are in health, I wish you may continue and advise 
you to what I practice my self never to take Physick when I am 
well & not to make use of any Medicines but such as are very well 
tryed when I am ill observation and experience being the best 
way to find out the virtues of plants I should be glad to have any 
opportunity to shew you that I am 

Yor most obedt. & most faithfull 

Servt. 

Hans Sloane 
Addressed To/William Byrd Esq/in/Virginia. 
Endorsed Dec. 7, 1709. 



Sloane 4042, f. 143. 

Virginia the 10th of June 1710. 
Sir 

I had the favour of your kind letter of the 7th of Decem- 
ber last, and by that have been incourag'd to search more narrowly 
for Ipecoacanna. There is a tolerable Quantity at a great dis- 
tance up the Country which upon good Incouragement I woud be 
at some trouble to get. I sent about 30 pounds of it last year: 
but it was stoppt at the custom house, where twas rated at fourty 
Shillings 3P pound, and they expected custome according to that 
value. But I have nothing since about it. I have now sent you 
in a Box about [ ] pounds of it part of which I have caus'd 
to be cut into bits, as the apothecarys sell it, and the rest is in 
the pure root pickt clean from dirt & trash. Now I woud beg 
the favour of you to dispose of this for me after the best manner 
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you can, and send me word whether it sells best whole in the root, 
ore else cut into pieces. It is a great deal of trouble to cut it: 
but the convenience is, that a great deal go's into a small com- 
pass and so saves in the freight. If it be necessary to pay Custume 
I must Submit: but hope you'll have Interest enough to get it 
custome free. I hope youll forgive me for makeing a merchant 
of you; but for your trouble am willing to allow the merchant 
Rate of 2y 2 <$ cent upon the neat proceed. If you can make a 
good hand of it, I will engage to send you a great Quantity. I 
send this only for a Tryal, to be informd whether it will be worth 
while to send more. If you dont care to be troubled with such 
commissions for the future, let me know it: only I beg your best 
advice in the management of this affair, and that by the first con- 
venience. 

This comes by a Running Ship : but by our Fleet I will en- 
deavour to send you some Raritys. I wish youd please to give 
yourself the trouble to let me know how the Royal Society thrives, 
and to assure 'em that I shall be always ready to do em what Ser- 
vice I can in this Country. There is a noble feild for a man of 
Skill in the works of nature, and tis pity we had not a man of 
tast and qualification that made it his business to make discoverys 
that way. I beg of you to send me your account of Jamaica, and 
if there be any other good voyage publisht since I left England, 
or any other curious piece, to send it me, and pay yourself out 
of the profits of the Cargo. I wish you all happiness, & that you 
may live long for the good of mankind. I am 

Sir 
Your most faithfull humble Servt. 
W. Byrd. 

I have sent the Box by Capt. Posford commander 
of the Ship Harrison from Virginia. Inquire 
at Mr. Micajah Perry's In Leadenhall Street for the Ship. 
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Sloane 4055, fo. 112. 

Virginia the 31st of May 1737. 
Sr. 

Altho' I have not persecuted you with any of my Letters since 
my Return to my own Country, yet I have silently enjoyd the 
pleasure of hearing you are well, and glideing on cheerfully and 
happily towards the age of old Jenkins. How widely was you mis- 
taken in Your own case, when you prophesyd above Twenty years 
ago, that the then approaching Spring would send you to Elysium, 
to converse with your great master Hypocrites? But 'tis no new 
thing for the best Physicians, to judge better of Other Peoples 
constitutions than their own. Tho after all, who knows but kind 
Providence may have extended Your Life in pure Pity to Mankind ? 

My Friend Mr. Catesby tells me you don't believe the Ginseng 
that grows on our Mountains, to be the same with that of Tar- 
tary. I know not what Species of it you may have met with 
from thence, but I can assure you by my own Experience, 'tis 
exactly the same with that describd by Father Jartoux. The 
whole Plant is in every Respect so like it that his Icon of it, as 
well as Descripsion, represents ours as perfectly as it can do that. 
And as for the Vertues too, I find them the same that he men- 
tions. Insomuch that were I to judge of the veracity of the Jesuits 
by this Instance, I shou'd pronounce them very honest Fellows. 
As for the merry Effects ascribd to it towards obliging the Bash- 
full Sex, the good Father says nothing of it, nor dos my Exper- 
ience reach so far. And man is so depravd, that in case this noble 
Vegetable had any such vertue, I'm affraid a very bad use would 
be made of it. 

Another very usefull Plant has lately been discoverd in this 
Country, which has been found of great Efficacy towards cureing 
some of our most fatal Distempers. The Gentleman who waits 
upon You with my Complements, Mr. Tennent, has made many 
successful Tryals of One Species of Our Rattlesnake Root. He 
has found it almost a Specifick in Pleurisys, which are the most 
fatal of all Deseases in this Clymate amongst the Negros & Poor 
Peoples. He affirms that amidst a multitude of Cases, it never 
faild him more than once, and then there was good Reason for it. 
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The same has also done wonders in the Gout and Dropsy, and 
probably might cure the Bite of a Mad Dog, as well as other 
Poisons. 

My Freind carrys over a large Quantity of this Root, that so 
various Experiments may be made of it. He judges very right, 
Sr, that nobody is capable of searching deeper into its Vertues 
than Your Self. We owe the knowledge of this powerfull Vege- 
table to that Gentlemans discovery. He has acted generously in 
publishing it to the World for the service of mankind, and if 
upon Tryal it be found to merit the character he gives of it, Our 
Assembly will reward Him very handsomely. 

The Truth of it is, Our Woods abound with so many very use- 
full Plants, that woud you do as much good after you are dead, 
as you do while you are alive, You must improve the Scheme of 
Dr. Radcliff, and bequeath in Your Will an Exhibition for one 
or more Plantery Physicians, whose Travels shoud be confind 
to this Part of the World only, where Nature seems to be more 
in her youth, and to come later and fresher out of her Creators 
hands. 

I need the less Apology for the Fredome of this Hint, be- 
cause I am well acquainted with your Humanity, which is ever 
seeking occasions of bestowing the Blessings of Heaven to the best 
advantage; and I am perswaded no kind of Charity (not even the 
erecting a Hospital for Foundling Children) woud do half so 
much good, as what I now throw in the way of your Generosity. 

Ever since I came back to my own Country, I have employd 
my Endeavours in Some Scheme or other for its improvement, 
I first went upon Hemp, beleiving it a great Service to England, 
to be supplyd by its own Plantations, with that usefull commodity. 
It thrives very well in this Clymate, but Labour being much dearer 
than in Muscovy, as well as the Freight, we can make no Earnings 
of it. Then I went upon Vinyards, but our Seasons are so un- 
certain, and our Insects so numerous, that it will be difficult to 
Succeed. At present I am going to Settle a Colony of Switzers 
near the Mountains of Eoanoke, who are to try what they can do 
with Vines that way, as well as with Silk, and Potash. Thus 
I am too full of Projects to be very rich, but if I can benefit my 
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Country, and make it usefull to Great Britain, it will be a greater 
Satisfaction by much to 

Sr. Your most obedient humble Servant 
W. Byrd 
Endorsed Coin. Byrd to Sr. H. S./Nov. 3, 1737 
Enter'd in L. B. 

Sloane 4055, fo. 367. 

Virginia the 20th of August 1737. 
Sir 

I had the pleasure of understanding you was well under your 
own hand, upon which I congratulate all your Patients. I fancy 
you have been nibbling of Ginseng ever since you receivd that Box 
from my good Lord Pembroke, by the Vertue of which you have 
mended all the Flaws which Jamaica had made in your constitu- 
tion. I believe ever since the Tree of Life has been so strongly 
guarded the Earth has never produced any vegetable so friendly 
to man as Ginseng. Nor do I say this at Random, or by the 
Strength of my Faith, but by my own Experience. I have found 
it very cordial and reviving after great Fatigue, it warms the 
Blood frisks the Spirits strengthens the Stomach and comforts 
the Bowels exceedingly. All this it performs without any of those 
naughty Effects that might make men too troublesome and im- 
pertinent to their poor Wives. 

Then as for the Rattlesnake Root the Reputation of it en- 
creases every day. The Tincture of it has done Wonders in the 
Gout. I know a Gentleman here who had been a Cripple several 
years with that Distemper and by taking a small spoonfull of 
the Tincture in a moderate glass of Water morning and Evening, 
has recoverd his Legs and can now walk 4 or 5 miles. His Fits 
return seldomer and more favourable than formerly. Whenever 
he falls under the Anguish of a Fit, one Dose gives him Ease in 
a short time. By its purging, its deuretick, and diaphoretick Qual- 
ity it is of great use in the Dropsy, and has recoverd several from 
that fatal Distemper. 

The Powder or Decoction of this Root, will operate either by 
Purge Vomit or Sweat according to the present Disposition of 
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the Person who takes it. It is of great Efficacy in Pleuretick 
Feaver, which being some of the worst, 'tis probable twill easily 
master those which are less violent. According to that way of 
reasoning, it has been tryed in Intermitting Feavers with Sus- 
cess, and I am not without hopes, that it will disgrace the Peru- 
vian Bark, and put the Jesuit quite out of countenance. It is 
a Specifick against worms, taken in the Decoction which makes 
it very valuable in this Country, where most of the children that 
dye, and most of the Negros, dye of Worms. In short it is so 
powerfull a Medicen in many of those Deseases that unpeople the 
World that I hope to See it planted in this Colony as much as 
Tobacco. 

I hope the Person, I took the Liberty to recommend to you 
last year, furnisht you with a Quantity of this noble vegetable suf- 
ficient for many Experiments, as he promised me he would. 
Amongs't the rest I wish it coud fairly be tryd for the Bite of a 
mad Dog, for which it may perhaps be as Sure a Eemedy ; as for 
the Bite of a Eattlesnake. I shoud be glad to be satisfyd in that 
Point, and likewise what Success it may have in that British 
Plague the Small Pox. That Desease is not common here, but it 
has raged lately very much in Barbados, and South Carolina. In 
the last of these Places they pretend to have found out a certain 
Preservative against it. They drink every morning a Draught of 
Water that has stood 2 days upon Tar, after doing this 3 or 4 
times they are so safe that even Inoculation will not give them the 
Distemper. The Experiment may be easily made with you, and 
I shoud be glad to hear its Success. Thus you see Sr that the dis- 
tance of 4000 miles is not sufficient to secure you from the Persecu- 
tion of 

Your most obedient Humble Servant 

W Byrd 

I wish I were better acquainted with Jamaica, and shoud be glad 
of your History. 
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Sloane 4057, f. 20. 

Virginia the 10th of April 1741. 
Sir 

I receivd your Commands by Dr. Mollet with a great deal of 
Pleasure, and your Recommendation was a Law to me to do all 
the Service I coud to that Gentleman. I did every thing to ad- 
vance his Interest, except being Sick, and if you had desird that, 
I might perhaps have done my best to oblige an old Friend. How- 
ever all the Civilitys we coud Shew Him, coud not keep him 
amongst tts, our Clymate was too cold, and his Constitution too 
delicate, or else too lazy, to ride much about, without which there 
are no great Earnings to be made for one of the Faculty in this 
thin inhabited Country. About a month ago he took his De- 
parture for Jamaica, where he hopes to get more money with less 
Trouble. 

You will easily believe I askt the Doctor abundance of Ques- 
tians about you, and was not a little delighted to hear, that you had 
outlivd all your Complaints, as well as your Cotemporarys. Apollo 
instructed you better in Physick than he did in Prophesy, for I 
remember about Forty years ago, you told us several years together, 
you shoud not out live the following Spring. I am glad for the 
sake of mankind that you was mistaken, tho' it was strange, that 
at the same time you coud give so Shrewd a guess at the Fate of 
your Patients, you Shoud err so widely about your own, and be 
half a century out in your Prognosticks. 

I am sorry our Plant of Life, our Ginseng, shoud loose all its 
vertue by passing the Sea, as well as our Rattle-snake Root. Per- 
haps some mighty Feats may be expected from these noble Plants, 
for which Providence never intended them, such as King Charles 
the 2d fondly promised Himself from the Cordial Quality of the 
Ginseng. What I recommend it for, is, to cheer the Animal 
Spirits, and feed the Flame of Life, which I am convinct it will do 
if regularly taken. And then for the Rattle-snake Root I can 
upon my own Experience recommend it for the Pleurisy, the Rheu- 
matism, and easing of Pain in any part that proceeds from In- 
flamation. Others have told me of strange Effects it has in a 
Dropsey and for killing of Worms. The misfortune is, when a 
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Plant has some remarkable Vertues, People are apt to cry it up 
for a universall Remedy, which is an honour Providence has done 
to no single medicine, because it woud make us lazy in our Searches 
into Nature. I am perswaded we have abundance of Excellent 
Simples in this Country, and perhaps a man coud not do a greater 
good to mankind, than to bestowe a handsome Stipend yearly 
upon a well qualifyed Naturallist, to come and make Discoverys 
in these Parts of the World. A word to the Wise is enough, and 
Some times more to the Purpose than a Volume. 

I take it a little unkindly Sir that my name is left out of the 
yearly list of the Eoial Society, of which I have the honour to be 
one of its ancientest members. I suppose my long absence has 
made your Secretarys rank me in the Number of the Dead, but 
pray let them know I am alive, and by the help of Ginseng hope 
to survive some years longer. 

I have a Son that is entering upon natural Philosophy, and 
I shoud be obligd to you, if you woud be so good as to send me 
one of the Reflecting Telescopes, a very good Barometer and 
Thermometer, With an Air Pump Fountain. And if you will 
please to order them to be carefully packt up for a voyage, and 
carryd to Mr. John Hanbury one of our Merchants, he will pay 
for them, and convey them Safe to 

Sir, The most obedient of your Servants 

W Byrd. 
Pray send me your History of Jamaica. 



